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EJC: Beach Cleanup Promotes Environmental Responsibility and Heritage 
for Arab Students

Page 1

The Galilee Society’s Environmental Justice Center 
(EJC) led a group of 60 Arab high school students 
to clean up the beach bordering the last remaining 
Arab coastal village, instilling in the students the 
importance of a clean environment and of respecting 

Arab patrimony in Israel.

On June 1st, students from Shefa ‘Amr and EJC staff 
rode a Galilee Society-rented bus to the village of 
Jeser el Zarka, the only coastal village in Israel with 
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Al-Maissam Medicinal Plants Center held an open 
day for environment teachers on 12 May, attended 
by Inspector of Environmental Courses from the 
Ministry of Education, Dr. Medhat Ossman.

Dr. Ossman gave a lecture in which he presented 
the latest updates in national exams related to the 
environment.  He also highlighted the importance 
of considering the needs of students with learning 
disabilities, to give them additional time to complete 
exams, for example.

Dr. Naim Karim, Galilee Society General Program 
Director, and Dr. Omar Said, founder of Al-
Maissam and specialist in Arab-Islamic medicine, 

presented Al-Maissam’s activities, especially its 
Young Researchers project, in which high school 
students attend a series of 13 meetings where they 
participate in science classes and laboratory work. 
They prepare and implement research proposals with 
the assistance of Al-Maissam’s trainers, using the 
center’s facilities. At the end of the course, students 
present their research results at Al-Maissam and in 
their own schools.

Dr. Said spoke about the importance of Al-Maissam 
in encouraging environmental and scientific study 
by young people in Israel, especially for the Arab 
minority.
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Dr. Naim Karim with environment teachers

Participants in Al-Maissam’s open day for Environmental 
Teachers


